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BOOK   other colleagues when they first learned that the Premier's ori-
.   IVt   , ginal scheme omitted the principal part of the triple formula.
1880-82. ^he following is a new footnote to history:
The first draft of the Bill, as explained to the Cabinet by Mr. Glad-
stone, contained provisions for Fair Rents and Free Sale but not for
Fixity of Tenure. The futility of this arrangement was pointed out to
him, but he was obstinate and said he would resign sooner than accept
a change. But at the next Cabinet, which was held within one or at most
two days, without a word of explanation as to his reasons for the altera-
tion, he brought in his amended proposal in much the same shape as
the Land Bill ultimately presented to Parliament, and this practically
gave all Three F's.1
With the Land Bill in Parliament, however, we are not con-
cerned. Chamberlain was not amongst the few versed in the end-
less intricacies of its detail. Introduced early in April 1881, the
Bill did not pass the House of Commons until the end of July and
did not become law until mid-August. The Peers seemed inclined
to exceed their mischief of a year before on the Compensation
for Disturbance Bill and to kill the sheep like the lamb. Reject-
ing the Lords' amendments, the Government and Liberalism
were prepared this time for a full trial of strength and for dissolu-
tion if necessary. Chamberlain mobilised the Caucus, and mes-
sages rained upon Liberal members urging them to "stand firm".
In the second week of August the situation was still gravely
strained. Then the Peers thought better of it; and, accepting
the Bill, doomed in Ireland their order and all its connected in-
terests. To work out the full sequel might take many years, but
this was the beginning of the end. The Liberals intended this as
little as the Peers. Sublime irony was inherent in the Irish con-
flict at that period.
Meanwhile the marked traits of legislative revolution in the
Land Act gave a strong stimulus to Radical feeling in Great
Britain. Chamberlain's growing stature in politics was admitted.
He signalised himself when on June 7, in Birmingham Town Hall,
he delivered the finest sustained speech that as a Minister he had
made on the platform. It arrested national attention for more
than one reason, and we shall have to recux to it. Here we must
1 Chamberlain's "Memorandum".